
Parent Information Night 

February 24th, 2016 



The Harvard Public Schools community, a leader in 
educational excellence, guides each student to realize 
his or her highest potential by balancing academic 

achievement with personal well-being in the pursuit 
of individual dreams. The students engage in learning 

how to access and apply knowledge, think critically and 
creatively, and communicate effectively. They continue 

to develop the confidence and ability to collaborate, 
contribute, and adapt in an ever-changing world. 



MCAS  
 Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System 

 Provides scores on individual students to show 
their progress in learning 

 Provides a measure of basic acheivement for high 
school graduation. 

 Measures performance of schools and districts, 
called Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 

 Relationship between MCAS, PARCC, and 
Common Core 



Save the Dates 

English Language 
Arts 

Mathematics Science 

Grade 3 March 29, 30, 31 May 12, 13 n/a 

Grade 4 April 4, 5, 6 May 16, 17 n/a 

Grade 5 April 7, 8 May 18, 19 May 10, 11 

Make-Up 
Dates 

April 1, 11, 12 May 23, 24 May 23, 24 



Types of Questions on MCAS 

Multiple Choice 
Select the best answer out of 4 choices 

Open Response 
Create a written response to show 

understanding of the question 

Short Answer 
Generate a brief response or short statement 

 



MCAS 2.0 

ELA: One PARCC-like Session 

Timed (60 minutes) 

Multiple choice and open response 
to a Passage 

Math: PARCC-like questions 
included within 2 normal sessions. 



MCAS 

 

What if my child receives 
special education services or is 
on a 504 plan? 

 



MCAS 
When do parents get results of the 

MCAS? 

 

What do those results mean? 

To my child 

To the school 

To the district 

 



How to read your  
Parent Report 



MCAS History and Range 



Relation to School and State 



Details 
about 
individual 
questions 
and 
strands 



Student Growth Percentile (SGP) 
 Compares your child’s MCAS performance this year 

will all students in the state who received similar 
MCAS scores in prior years. 

 Scores range from 1-99.  

 A score of 40-60 is considered average progress 

 Growth percentiles are not provided for Grade 3 
students since they do not have data from a prior year. 



ELA– 
Reading 
Sample 

(Grade 4) 



ELA– Multiple Choice 



ELA– PARCC-like Questions 



ELA – Open 
Response 

4 Point Answer 
(Grade 4) 

Based on the article, explain what 

climbers can learn from practicing 

at indoor gyms. Support your 

answer with important information 

from the article. 

 
 



Math - Multiple Choice 



Math – PARCC-like Questions 



Math – Open Response (Gr. 4) 



Math – Open Response (Gr. 4) 



Preparing for MCAS at School 
 ELA and Math curriculum aligned with Common Core 

 Test preparation built in to instruction during the year  

 Positive attitude and focus on effort 

 Communication with parents 

 Celebrate Successes 

 Test in perspective 



Preparing for MCAS at home 
Attendance during the year 

Reading, writing, math practice/good study 
habits/homework completion 

Communication with school 

Celebrate successes 

 Importance of the MCAS test in perspective 

Good night sleep  

Good breakfast 

 



Sample Questions 
 The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education’s 

web site provides sample questions.  It also provides 
examples of how writing samples are scored. 

 www.doe.mass.edu/assess 

Sample PARCC style questions 
 http://www.parcconline.org/assessments/practice-tests 

 (All PARCC style questions will be paper based) 
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Additional Resources 

Department of Education Parent Resources 
 http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/parents/ 

Pointers to prepare for MCAS 
 http://pplace.org/publications/pointers/English/pppmcas.pdf 

The HES website provides updates on school 
events, online resources, testing 
information and more… 

hildreth.psharvard.org 
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Thank you for 
coming 

 


